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Enaibe and Imonirwerha (2007) 
maintained that education is a process 
whereby an individual acquires positive 
changes in behaviour, geared towards 
contributing positively to himself and 
the society in which he lives. It is a 
necessary weapon that can be used to 
surmount ignorance, poverty, disease, 
and produce functional citizens with 
positive attitude towards loving what 
ought to be loved and what ought not to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

be loved. An increasing number of 
children are exposed to formal education 
in Nigeria through the Universal basic 
Education and other national polices on 
education.  Education is for all 
irrespective of gender differences or 
socio economic background. Education 
therefore is the channel through which 
status and equality could be achieved by 
the individual.  Shepard & Greene 
(2001). 
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Abstract 

The paper views education as a tool for achieving gender equality and 
highlighted gender in education. Education is for all and it a basic 
human right. It is universal irrespective of gender, religion, race or 
socio-economic status and family background. It is important for all 
members of the society regardless of their position in the stratification 
system to avail themselves of education. Education therefore is the 
channel through which status and equality could be achieved by the 
individual. The paper underscored the existence of gender differential 
in education for various reasons and made a case for gender equality 
for enhanced women empowerment. Moreso the paper concluded that 
education should be made free in all fairness for all without 
discrimination and bias in all sense be it access, quality, retention or 
completion. Finally it recommended that human right value must be the 
guiding force in the society in order to achieve gender equality.                          
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All over the world education be 
it formal, informal and non-formal help 
in the socialization and resocialization of 
people. It enlightens them and gives 
them the courage and confidence to 
succeed in life. Education helps in the 
development and progress of every 
society. Infact education is meant to 
serve the society. For every society to 
develop, it is important for the populace 
to have access to a rights-based quality 
education that is rooted in gender 
equality  

 
Quality education has a lot of 

positive effect on the lives of its 
recipients. A qualitative education well 
handled, can usually lay strong 
foundations of sustainable development 
for any nation. Quality education 
therefore is for all and it a basic human 
right, it is universal irrespective of 
gender, religion, race or socio-economic 
status and family background.   

                     
The argument for equality in 

education is not founded only on a claim 
for justice but most often contended that 
any differences in schooling is in itself 
divisive, and that if a strong society 
bond of togetherness must be 
maintained, segregation among school 
must be abolished in order to educate 
our young ones freely without 
discrimination. Fafunwa (2004) opined 
that children have equal chances to 
education at all levels irrespective of 
race, social status, religion, and family 
background. 

Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women 

Gender equality refers to a 
situation where men and women, boys 
and girls enjoy the same facilities and 
have similar opportunities in the society. 
it refers to a situation where the right 
and obligations of men and women are 
similar in all aspect of life. Gender 
equality is vital to every society because 
it promotes the empowerment of women 
and tries to correct the current imbalance 
between men and women in all known 
work societies, and gives women the 
freedom and enablement to manage their 
lives and be in charge of it. This is 
because women are obviously going to 
be better controllers of their lives than 
society as they will understand 
themselves and their needs better. 
                                                                                                                             
When you talk of gender equality, so 
many questions comes to mind. Does it 
mean educational pursuits of women be 
in equal terms with those of men. Or 
equal treatment of both sexes in 
educational practices, or that education 
for women be seen as what school 
should be doing for women in terms of 
gentle woman, character and provision 
of skills for social living, In whichever, 
education for women implies all round 
development of women. Physically, 
intellectually, morally, socially and 
spiritually. This means that education 
for women encourages a wholesome 
development of women through 
participation in activities of social 
group. This education for women could 
be viewed as a life long process which 
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she acquires the relevant skills and 
knowledge to defend her rights  and 
performs her duties and responsibilities 
as a woman and enable her to be useful 
to herself and her society. 
 
Gender Equality in Education                                                                                                                              

To lead a successful life in a 
modern society, an individual must 
acquire social efficiency through 
education by making it a sense of duty 
to compete and claim equality in the 
society and this can only be   obtained 
through education. It is also an 
important agent of socialization, shaping 
values and attitude to the needs of the 
contemporary society.Moreso, education 
widens the mental horizons of the 
individual and teaches them new ways 
of looking at themselves and their 
society. Hornby (2010). defines equality 
as the fact of being equal in right, status 
and advantages’ ‘The big question now 
is ‘who is qualified or entitled to have 
access to education, is it the bourgeoisie 
or proletariats? Is it the have or have 
not? Is it the male or female gender? 

 
Educational equality exist when 

schooling  produces the same result in 
terms of achievement and attitudes for 
lower class and minorities children as it 
does for less disadvantaged children. 
Shepard and Greene(2001).More so 
,conflict theorist have attempted to show 
that popular conceptions about the 
relationship between education and 
society are not entirely accurate because 
school and society often touch each 
other in complicated and unobvious 

ways. In a meritocracy, social status is 
based on ability and achievement rather 
than social class background or parental 
status. In theory, all individuals in a 
meritocracy have an equal chance to 
develop their ability for the benefit of 
themselves and their 
society.Meritocracy, therefore, gives 
everyone an equal chance to succeed. It 
is free of barriers that prevents 
individual from developing their talents 
according to Shepard and Greene (2001)  
In the same vein, the  functionalist 
theorists was of the opinion that 
education fosters personal development 
and self fulfillment. It encourages the 
individual to develop his mental 
.physical.emotional, and spiritual talents 
to the full, by providing free schooling 
for all education gives everyone an 
equal opportunity for developing their 
capacities and talents. According to 
them, academic credentials are awarded 
on merit and there is a strong 
relationship between educational 
qualification and occupational status. 
Since schools provide equality o f 
opportunity for all members of the 
society regardless of their position in the 
stratification system. Onyema (2013)      

                                                                                           
Reasons for Gender Inequality in 
Education                                                                        

Many factors or reasons are behind 
gender inequality or differential access 
to education. These include equality of 
schooling and distance to school, 
poverty, adverse cultural practices, other 
reasons  include conflicts, HiV/AiDS 
orphans, emergencies and other fragile 
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situation, gender based violence, and 
information technology gender gap 
[World Bank Ed Stats,]  [2008] pointed 
out areas where there are gender 
inequality to include school completion 
rates, This is an area where many low 
income countries have improved from 
63 percent in 1999 to 74 percent in 
2006.The completion rate for girls rose 
from 57 percent in 1999 to 70 percent in 
2006,while the rate of completion for 
boys  improved from 63 percent in 1999 
to 70 percent in 2006,in the low 
countries like Nigeria sierra Leon and 
Ghana.  

                                                                                                                                             
Ways to Improve Gender Equality 
and Women Empowerment                  

To achieve gender equality, both 
men and women need to be made aware 
of gender equality issues for effective 
attitudinal changes. Sharma (2007).This 
type of changes will have to affect the 
competence of the society’s girl child 
socialization. This will have to include 
the modification of women‘s traditional 
roles to raise awareness of women basic 
needs for psychological, financial, and 
biological fulfillment. Therefore, for 
effective gender equality, society must 
value a woman who can do the 
following;   
[a].Use existing laws for her benefit  
[b].Prove by action what she says?  
[c].Be a change agent 
[d].Search, locate and expand the 

extraordinary potentials that is 
hidden in her 

[e] Search out opportunities  

[f] Be ready to change and accept 
challenges[g]be full of positive self 
esteem and extra vigor etc.        

                                                                                                                             
Education as a Tool for Achieving 
Gender Equality in Nigeria 

In this 21st century or globalized 
world, any child who does not receive 
formal education is likely to occupy a 
subordinate position and may 
subsequently suffer hardship. It becomes 
therefore expedient that a satisfactory 
education be given to both boys and 
girls. School education according to the 
functionalists enable one to develop 
fully all the various abilities of each 
child. Education according to Okafor 
(2006) helps the individual to attain the 
development of his potentials and 
maximum  activation when necessary, 
according to right reason to enable him 
to achieve perfect self fulfillment. It 
means therefore that courses offered in 
schools should be organized so that 
special abilities can be directed early 
and the child be given opportunity to 
practice and perfect them, that means, 
such education should be child centered 
and should be made available for both 
boys and girls. Education is everybody’s 
right all over the world. Learning 
therefore has no restriction or is not 
gender based. It is against this 
background that Macionis (2006) 
maintains that education is the 
institution provided to serve the society, 
through which society provides its 
members with knowledge which 
includes basic facts about life, job skills, 
cultural norms and values. To Enoch 
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(2003), education implies what is 
valuable with particular commitment to 
achieving worthy living. In view of this, 
it is obvious that education is relevant to 
the human survival and dignity. 
Therefore, every society needs education 
for its survival and continuity. The value 
attached to education does not recognize 
gender does not differentiate its value to 
the individual. it is not restricted to male 
or female. That is why the Nigerian 
education system is very clear with 
regard to the provision of education 
devoid of any discrimination or bias 
such as male or female or as a result of 
factors such as socio cultural, political, 
economical, religious and ethnic factors 
as stated in the National Policy On 
Education (FRN, 2004) 

 
Conclusion 

Education as a social endeavour 
is meant for the overall betterment of the 
society. It is meant to aid the 
achievement of equality in society. 
Education, therefore should help the 
child attain self realization and enable 
him be an acceptable member of the 
society to facilitate national 
consciousness and unity. Moreso, 
education should be geared towards 
producing people who will treat their 
sons and daughters as equal and stop 
seeing their married daughters as family 
losses, these will help society to readjust 
their view of women from a subordinate 
to an equal who is just different. Finally, 
education should be made free in all 
fairness for all without gender 

discrimination and bias in all sence, be it 
access, quality, retention or completion. 

 
Recommendations 
1. Education is for all therefore both 

government, society, MDG, NGO 
and other developmental 
 

2. Agencies should assist the child to 
realize his or her inalienable right to 
quality education. 
 

3. If we want to have a society there is 
united by strong bonds, we must 
abolish all form of segregation and 
discrimination in our efforts to 
educate our young ones. 

4. Human right principles must be the 
guiding force in the society in order 
to achieve status equality. 
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